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Overview Overview –– The International User CommunityThe International User Community

-- International Science NetworksInternational Science Networks
-- International OrganizationsInternational Organizations
-- NGOsNGOs
-- United NationsUnited Nations
-- Global Global Wildland Wildland Fire NetworkFire Network



Currently existing Currently existing potential potential usersusers::
Topical Topical WildlandWildland Fire Networks (I)Fire Networks (I)

•• Research NetworksResearch Networks

International International GeosphereGeosphere--Biosphere Programme (IGBP)Biosphere Programme (IGBP)
with their Core Programmes, e.g. with their Core Programmes, e.g. 

-- International Atmospheric Chemistry Programme (IGBP)International Atmospheric Chemistry Programme (IGBP)
The Biomass Burning Experiment (BIBEX)The Biomass Burning Experiment (BIBEX)







Currently existingCurrently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
Topical Topical WildlandWildland Fire Networks (II)Fire Networks (II)

•• Global Observation of Forest and  Land Cover DynamicsGlobal Observation of Forest and  Land Cover Dynamics
(GOFC/GOLD):(GOFC/GOLD):

Implementation Team: Fire Monitoring and MappingImplementation Team: Fire Monitoring and Mapping



Currently existingCurrently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
Topical Topical WildlandWildland Fire Networks (III)Fire Networks (III)

•• International Union of Forestry Research Organizations (IUFRO)International Union of Forestry Research Organizations (IUFRO)
Forest Fire Research Group 8.05Forest Fire Research Group 8.05

•• International Boreal Forest Research Association (IBFRA)International Boreal Forest Research Association (IBFRA)
WildlandWildland Fire Working GroupFire Working Group
(ex: Stand Replacement Fire Working Group)(ex: Stand Replacement Fire Working Group)



Currently existingCurrently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
Topical Topical WildlandWildland Fire Networks (IV)Fire Networks (IV)

•• Regional Research Consortia:Regional Research Consortia:
e.g., EUFIRELABe.g., EUFIRELAB (European (European Union)Union)
InstitutInstitut National de la National de la Recherche AgronomiqueRecherche Agronomique (INRA), France(INRA), France



Currently existing Currently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
Topical Topical WildlandWildland Fire Networks (VI)Fire Networks (VI)

•• NonNon--Governmental OrganizationsGovernmental Organizations
Global Fire PartnershipGlobal Fire Partnership

!! Founded on 10 September 2003, Durban, South AfricaFounded on 10 September 2003, Durban, South Africa
!! Strategic Meeting with International Participation: 15Strategic Meeting with International Participation: 15--18 May 200418 May 2004



Currently existing Currently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
Topical Topical WildlandWildland Fire Networks (VII)Fire Networks (VII)

•• International Technical Committee for the Prevention and ExtinctInternational Technical Committee for the Prevention and Extinction ion 
of Fire (of Fire (ComitéComité Technique International de Technique International de PréventionPrévention et et d’Extinction d’Extinction 
du Feudu Feu -- CTIF)CTIF)
Commission on Forest FiresCommission on Forest Fires

!! Reactivated 18 September 2003, Budapest, HungaryReactivated 18 September 2003, Budapest, Hungary
!! Main objectives: Improving the efficiency of urban and rural firMain objectives: Improving the efficiency of urban and rural fire in e in 

wildland wildland fire managementfire management



Currently existing Currently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
International Disaster Response Organizations (I)International Disaster Response Organizations (I)

•• NATO NATO -- EuroEuro--AtlanticAtlantic DisasterDisaster Response Response CoordinationCoordination Centre Centre 
(EADRCC)(EADRCC)

!! Exercise Taming theExercise Taming the Dragon Dragon –– CroatiaCroatia 20022002



Currently existing Currently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
International Disaster Response Organizations (II)International Disaster Response Organizations (II)

•• United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian AffaiUnited Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs rs 
(OCHA) & (OCHA) & United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment UnitJoint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit
Advisory Group on Environmental Emergencies (AGEE) Advisory Group on Environmental Emergencies (AGEE) 

Strategic Objective in cooperation with the Strategic Objective in cooperation with the wildlandwildland fire community:fire community:
!! Internationally coordinated response to Internationally coordinated response to wildlandwildland fire emergencies, fire emergencies, 

including including spaceborne spaceborne fire reconnaissance capabilitiesfire reconnaissance capabilities

2004 2004 –– First Activity with United Nations University:First Activity with United Nations University:
!! Joint GFMC / ISDR / FAO / OCHA / UNU / NEPAD Advanced Joint GFMC / ISDR / FAO / OCHA / UNU / NEPAD Advanced Wildland Wildland Fire Fire 

Management Training Workshop for SADC Countries, South AfricaManagement Training Workshop for SADC Countries, South Africa



Lessons learned Lessons learned -- the Ethiopia Fire the Ethiopia Fire 
Emergency 2000Emergency 2000



Fire EmissionsFire Emissions MonitoringMonitoring



33--8 May 2003 8 May 2003 ccarbonarbon monoxide monoxide concentrationconcentration
originated by originated by ssmoke moke from fires from fires 
in in the Transbaikalthe Transbaikal RegionRegion



2 May 20032 May 2003
Central AmericaCentral America



Currently existingCurrently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
WildlandWildland Fire Networks within the UN (I)Fire Networks within the UN (I)

•• Economic Commission for EuropeEconomic Commission for Europe
(Europe, CIS, USA, Canada)(Europe, CIS, USA, Canada)
ECEECE--FAOFAO--ILO Team of Specialists on Forest FireILO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire

•• FAO Silva FAO Silva MediterraneaMediterranea
Forest Fire Working GroupForest Fire Working Group

•• North American Forestry CommissionNorth American Forestry Commission
Fire Management Working GroupFire Management Working Group



Currently existingCurrently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
WildlandWildland Fire Networks within the UN (II)Fire Networks within the UN (II)

•• Joint Products / PublicationsJoint Products / Publications

Forestry Department
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FRA 2000
Global Forest Fire Assessment 

1990-2000

Forest Resources Assessment Programme Working Paper 55
Rome 2001



Forestry Department
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FRA 2000
Global Forest Fire Assessment 

1990-2000

Forest Resources Assessment Programme Working Paper 55
Rome 2001



Currently existing potential users:Currently existing potential users:
WildlandWildland Fire Networks within the UN (III)Fire Networks within the UN (III)

•• Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 2005Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 2005

Strategic Meeting FAO / GFMC: Rome, 7 April 2005Strategic Meeting FAO / GFMC: Rome, 7 April 2005



Currently existing potential users:Currently existing potential users:
WildlandWildland Fire Networks within the UN (IV)Fire Networks within the UN (IV)

•• UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNUN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN--ISDR)ISDR)
InterInter--Agency Task Force for Disaster ReductionAgency Task Force for Disaster Reduction
Working Group on Working Group on WildlandWildland Fire (2001Fire (2001--2003)2003)

ObjectivesObjectives

•• Advisory body to the UNAdvisory body to the UN
•• Establishment of a global interEstablishment of a global inter--agency, interagency, inter--sectoral sectoral 

and interdisciplinary platform of and interdisciplinary platform of 

!! technical and scientific representatives the fire communitytechnical and scientific representatives the fire community
!! and the authorities concerned with policy and practices in and the authorities concerned with policy and practices in 

wildlandwildland fire managementfire management



Currently existing Currently existing potentialpotential usersusers::
WildlandWildland Fire Networks within the UN (V)Fire Networks within the UN (V)

•• UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNUN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN--ISDR)ISDR)
InterInter--Agency Task Force for Disaster ReductionAgency Task Force for Disaster Reduction
Working Group on Working Group on WildlandWildland Fire (2001Fire (2001--2003)2003)

Terms of Reference (among other)Terms of Reference (among other)

to facilitateto facilitate

!! cooperation between existing global fire monitoring capabilitiescooperation between existing global fire monitoring capabilities

!! establishment and consolidation of establishment and consolidation of Regional Regional WildlandWildland Fire NetworksFire Networks
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Regions of the 
ISDR / GFMC 

Global Wildland
Fire Network: 

Zonal, socio-
economic and 

political entities

___ North America___ North America
___ Mesoamerica and___ Mesoamerica and

CaribbeanCaribbean
___ South America___ South America

___ Mediterranean___ Mediterranean
___ Balkan___ Balkan
___ ___ SubsaharaSubsahara AfricaAfrica

___ Baltic___ Baltic
___ Central Asia___ Central Asia
___ North East Asia ___ North East Asia 

___ South Asia___ South Asia
___ South East Asia___ South East Asia
___ ___ AustralasiaAustralasia

The UN-ISDR / GFMC Global Wildland Fire Network



CurrentlyCurrently existing existing and and plannedplanned
Regional WildlandRegional Wildland Fire NetworksFire Networks (I)(I)

•• Regional South EastRegional South East AsiaAsia WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network (ASEAN)(ASEAN)
ASEAN ASEAN Transboundary Haze Transboundary Haze AgreementAgreement

•• RegionalRegional Subsahara AfricaSubsahara Africa WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
Afrifirenet Afrifirenet / / SAFNetSAFNet

•• RegionalRegional MesoamericaMesoamerica WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
Mesoamerica Mesoamerica Regional AgreementRegional Agreement

•• RegionalRegional BalticBaltic WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
UNUN--ECE Region: FAO / ECE Team of ECE Region: FAO / ECE Team of Specialists Specialists on on Forest FireForest Fire



Currently existingCurrently existing andand plannedplanned
Regional Regional WildlandWildland Fire Networks (II)Fire Networks (II)

•• Regional Mediterranean Regional Mediterranean WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
FAO FAO Silva Silva MediterraneaMediterranea

•• Regional Regional Australasia WildlandAustralasia Wildland Fire NetworkFire Network
Australasian Fire Authorities CouncilAustralasian Fire Authorities Council (AFAC)(AFAC)

•• Regional North America Regional North America WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
FAO NAFC Fire Management Working GroupFAO NAFC Fire Management Working Group

•• Regional Balkan Regional Balkan WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
UNUN--ECE Region: Team of Specialists on Forest FireECE Region: Team of Specialists on Forest Fire

•• Regional Central Asia Regional Central Asia WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
UNUN--ECE Region: Team of Specialists on Forest FireECE Region: Team of Specialists on Forest Fire



Currently existingCurrently existing andand plannedplanned
Regional Regional WildlandWildland Fire Networks (III)Fire Networks (III)

•• Regional North East AsiaRegional North East Asia WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
Start: March 2004, Seoul, KoreaStart: March 2004, Seoul, Korea

•• Regional South America Regional South America WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
Start: June 2004, Start: June 2004, CuritibaCuritiba, Brazil, Brazil

•• Regional South Asia Regional South Asia WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network
t.b.d.t.b.d.



Currently existingCurrently existing
WildlandWildland Fire Networks within the UN (VI)Fire Networks within the UN (VI)

•• UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNUN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN--ISDR)ISDR)

Main Partners:Main Partners:

!! UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
!! World Health Organization (WHO)World Health Organization (WHO)
!! World Meteorological Organization (WMO)World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
!! UNESCOUNESCO
!! UN Conventions: Biological Diversity (UN CBD)UN Conventions: Biological Diversity (UN CBD)

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN FCCC)Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN FCCC)
Combat of Desertification (UN CCD)Combat of Desertification (UN CCD)

!! UN Forum on Forests (UNFF)UN Forum on Forests (UNFF)
!! Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF)Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF)
!! International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO)International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO)



Currently existingCurrently existing
WildlandWildland Fire Networks within the UN (VII)Fire Networks within the UN (VII)

•• The Global Fire Monitoring The Global Fire Monitoring CenterCenter (GFMC)(GFMC)

As a contribution to the International As a contribution to the International WildlandWildland FireFire
Community and the United Nations system the GFMC isCommunity and the United Nations system the GFMC is
providing portal, facilitation and harmonization services in providing portal, facilitation and harmonization services in 

•• Early warning of Early warning of wildlandwildland firesfires
•• Compilation of nearCompilation of near--real time or regular fire situation updates real time or regular fire situation updates 

through a global network of data providersthrough a global network of data providers
•• Assistance to developing countries to build capacities in fire Assistance to developing countries to build capacities in fire 

prevention and fire management systems/policiesprevention and fire management systems/policies
•• DecisionDecision--support for policysupport for policy--making institutions at international making institutions at international 

levelslevels



The Future of theThe Future of the
Working Group on Working Group on WildlandWildland FireFire

•• Between 2001 and 2003 the Working Group hasBetween 2001 and 2003 the Working Group has

!! Created an efficient advisory body for both the UN and Created an efficient advisory body for both the UN and 
the international communitythe international community

!! Generated visibility of the increasing Generated visibility of the increasing wildlandwildland fire fire 
problems at global levelproblems at global level

!! Provided visions and an agenda for the futureProvided visions and an agenda for the future
!! Received a mandate from the international community Received a mandate from the international community 

(International (International Wildland Wildland Fire Summit Fire Summit –– 2003)2003)
!! Facilitated building a global outreach programme Facilitated building a global outreach programme 

through the Global through the Global WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network



The The Future of Future of thethe
Working Group on Working Group on Wildland Wildland Fire (I)Fire (I)

•• At the end of 2003 the Working GroupAt the end of 2003 the Working Group

•• Has received endorsement by the IATF for the Global Has received endorsement by the IATF for the Global 
WildlandWildland Fire NetworkFire Network

•• Has received active support by the ISDR Secretariat to Has received active support by the ISDR Secretariat to 
obtain funding for the further development and obtain funding for the further development and 
functioning of the networkfunctioning of the network

•• Will transit to an IATFWill transit to an IATF--ISDR advisory body (UNISDR advisory body (UN--ISDR ISDR 
WildlandWildland Fire Advisory Group)Fire Advisory Group)



The The Future of Future of thethe
Working Group on Working Group on Wildland Wildland Fire (II)Fire (II)

•• In 2004 the Advisory GroupIn 2004 the Advisory Group

•• Will seek the support of the UN system, including the Will seek the support of the UN system, including the 
UN conventions, to follow up the overall goals of the UN conventions, to follow up the overall goals of the 
WSSD and the International WSSD and the International WildlandWildland Fire SummitFire Summit

!! Strategic Meeting with the three Rio Conventions, 5Strategic Meeting with the three Rio Conventions, 5--7 April 7 April 
20042004

•• Prepare a Global Prepare a Global Wildland Wildland Fire Summit to obtain UN Fire Summit to obtain UN 
General Assembly supportGeneral Assembly support

!! Strategic Meeting with the FAO, 7 April 2004Strategic Meeting with the FAO, 7 April 2004



International WildlandInternational Wildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8(8 OctoberOctober 2003, Sydney,2003, Sydney, AustraliaAustralia))

Summit ThemeSummit Theme::

Fire Management and Sustainable Fire Management and Sustainable 
Development: Development: 

Strengthening international cooperation to Strengthening international cooperation to 
reduce the negative impacts of reduce the negative impacts of wildlandwildland fires fires 
on humanity and the global environmenton humanity and the global environment



International WildlandInternational Wildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8(8 OctoberOctober 2003, Sydney,2003, Sydney, AustraliaAustralia))

Summit ObjectivesSummit Objectives::

(1) (1) Reflect on the Political Declaration and Reflect on the Political Declaration and 
Plan of Implementation of the World Summit Plan of Implementation of the World Summit 
for Sustainable Development (WSSD) and for Sustainable Development (WSSD) and 
international conventionsinternational conventions



International WildlandInternational Wildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8(8 OctoberOctober 2003, Sydney,2003, Sydney, AustraliaAustralia))

Summit ObjectivesSummit Objectives::

(2)(2) Determine appropriate mechanisms to Determine appropriate mechanisms to 
improve global communication and improve global communication and 
knowledge sharing on knowledge sharing on wildlandwildland fire fire 
managementmanagement



International WildlandInternational Wildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8(8 OctoberOctober 2003, Sydney,2003, Sydney, AustraliaAustralia))

Summit ObjectivesSummit Objectives::

(3) (3) Global plan of action over the Global plan of action over the 
forthcoming fiveforthcoming five--year period that will result year period that will result 
in positive outcomes in the reduction of the in positive outcomes in the reduction of the 
damage caused by damage caused by wildlandwildland firesfires



International WildlandInternational Wildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8(8 OctoberOctober 2003, Sydney,2003, Sydney, AustraliaAustralia))

Intended Intended and and Achieved SummitAchieved Summit Outputs:Outputs:

(1)(1) An agreement on the principles An agreement on the principles that that 
should apply to international should apply to international wildlandwildland fire fire 
management projectsmanagement projects



International WildlandInternational Wildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8(8 OctoberOctober 2003, Sydney,2003, Sydney, AustraliaAustralia))

IntendedIntended andand Achieved SummitAchieved Summit Outputs:Outputs:

(2)(2) An agreement on a template document An agreement on a template document 
that can be used by countries wishing to that can be used by countries wishing to 
form a cooperation arrangement with one form a cooperation arrangement with one 
or more other countries for mutual or more other countries for mutual 
assistance with wildfire managementassistance with wildfire management



International WildlandInternational Wildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8(8 OctoberOctober 2003, Sydney,2003, Sydney, AustraliaAustralia))

IntendedIntended andand AchievedAchieved Summit Summit Outputs:Outputs:

(3)(3) An agreement that the Incident An agreement that the Incident 
Command System (ICS) will become the Command System (ICS) will become the 
international standard for all wildfire international standard for all wildfire 
incident managementincident management

!! International ICS GuidelinesInternational ICS Guidelines
!! that can be used by countries with that can be used by countries with 

limited infrastructures and personnel limited infrastructures and personnel 
capabilitiescapabilities



International International WildlandWildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8 October 2003, Sydney, Australia)(8 October 2003, Sydney, Australia)

IntendedIntended and Achievedand Achieved Summit Outputs:Summit Outputs:

(4)(4) An agreement to a strategy for future An agreement to a strategy for future 
development of the issues and international development of the issues and international 
responses to responses to wildlandwildland firesfires

!! Recommendation for FRARecommendation for FRA--2005:2005:



International International WildlandWildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8 October 2003, Sydney, Australia)(8 October 2003, Sydney, Australia)

Summit Recommendations Summit Recommendations –– The StrategyThe Strategy

!! The The Global Forest Fire Assessment 2005Global Forest Fire Assessment 2005 within within 
the frame of the FAO Global Forest Resources the frame of the FAO Global Forest Resources 
Assessment (FRA) 2005 supported by the FAO, Assessment (FRA) 2005 supported by the FAO, 
the GFMC, and the Global Observation of Forest the GFMC, and the Global Observation of Forest 
Cover/Global Observation of Cover/Global Observation of LandcoverLandcover
Dynamics (GOFC/GOLD)Dynamics (GOFC/GOLD)



International International WildlandWildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8 October 2003, Sydney, Australia)(8 October 2003, Sydney, Australia)

Summit Recommendations Summit Recommendations –– The StrategyThe Strategy

•• MarchMarch--April 2004: Initial dialogue betweenApril 2004: Initial dialogue between

!! GOFC/GOLDGOFC/GOLD--Fire ITFire IT
!! GFMCGFMC
!! FAOFAO
!! FRA / Rome meeting 7 April 2004FRA / Rome meeting 7 April 2004



International International WildlandWildland Fire SummitFire Summit
(8 October 2003, Sydney, Australia)(8 October 2003, Sydney, Australia)

Summit Recommendations Summit Recommendations –– The StrategyThe Strategy

A postA post--Summit activitySummit activity

to prepare an input paper to the UN General to prepare an input paper to the UN General 
Assembly that seeks the support of countries to Assembly that seeks the support of countries to 
strengthen international cooperation in response strengthen international cooperation in response 
to to wildlandwildland fire disasters and post fire mitigationfire disasters and post fire mitigation



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consultative Group:
 

- Civil Society 
- NGOs 
- R & D 
- Banks 
- PPPs 

Interagency Task Force  

for Disaster Reduction (IATF)

Global Wildland 
Fire Network 

Collaborative Partnership 
on Forests (CPF) and 
UNFF 

FCCC Working 
Programme 

CBD Working 
Programme 

CCD Working 
Programme 

UN-ISDR 
Wildland Fire 

Advisory Group 

    UN Family

International Liaison 
Committee (ILC) for 
the series of 
International Wildland 
Fire Conferences 

International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction (ISDR) 

Core Group:
 

- FAO 
- UNEP, UNESCO 
- WHO, WMO 
- CPF, UNFF 
- UN Conventions 
- UNU EHS 
- GFMC 

* Joint UNEP/OCHA 
Environment Unit, Advisory 
Group on Environmental 
Emergencies (AGEE) 
* Bilateral and multilateral 
agreements 



Finally (I)Finally (I)
A new initiative to strengthen capacityA new initiative to strengthen capacity
building in advanced fire managementbuilding in advanced fire management

The United NationsThe United Nations
University Research andUniversity Research and
Training Training CenterCenter
““Environment and Environment and 
Human Security Human Security ””

UNU Institute for Environment 
and Human Security

Wildland Fire Module

Early Warning Monitoring Policy Support Wildfire Disaster 
Management
- Prevention
- Preparedness 
- Assessment
- Response ( with

OCHA / UNEP EES & AGEE)

Global Wildland Fire Network
UN International Strategy for Disaster 

Reduction (ISDR)
Wildland Fire Advisory Group

Global Fire Monitoring Center
(GFMC)

Capacity Building in Wildland 
Fire Management: 
A Joint Venture with the 
United Nations University (UNU)

International Procedures:
~ Bi- and multilateral

agreements
~ ICS standards



UNU Institute for Environment 
and Human Security

Wildland Fire Module

Early Warning Monitoring Policy Support Wildfire Disaster 
Management
- Prevention
- Preparedness 
- Assessment
- Response ( with

OCHA / UNEP EES & AGEE)

Global Wildland Fire Network
UN International Strategy for Disaster 

Reduction (ISDR)
Wildland Fire Advisory Group

Global Fire Monitoring Center
(GFMC)

Capacity Building in Wildland 
Fire Management: 
A Joint Venture with the 
United Nations University (UNU)

International Procedures:
~ Bi- and multilateral

agreements
~ ICS standards



Finally (II)Finally (II)
Questions that have been asked by the user community Questions that have been asked by the user community 
over the last years:over the last years:

GOES (a) vs. BIRD (b) GOES (a) vs. BIRD (b) –– BrazilBrazil, 23 November 2002, 23 November 2002



Thank you for your attentionThank you for your attention


